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Message from the President

Canadian swine exporters are searching the world
for new markets. Canadian Swine Exporters
Association members will be attending VIV China,
Eurotier Germany and Vietstock Vietnam, all still
upcoming in 2008.

Canadian swine breeders are working together to
fill large orders destined for China and Russia.
Canada seems to now be "on the radar" as a
source for high quality, high
phenotypic performance and high Estimated
Breeding Value (EBVSs) breeding pigs. It is our turn
to supply purebred Yorkshire, Landrace and Duroc
pigs, to compete against those from the United
States, Denmark, England and France. We
continue to compete against the exports by
international breeding companies as well.

The ability to extract performance data and
pedigrees from the CCSI program allows our
breeders to easily prepare lists of eligible pigs for
export. These lists make it easy to compare
performance and productivity of the pigs that are
immature and not yet probed.

China is now asking for a pedigree for pigs
imported into the country. This requirement will be
a huge boost in the number of pigs registered at
Canadian  Livestock Records  Corporation.
Breeding herds will need to assure that pedigrees
are up-to-date, while electronic registration of litters
will need to be done prior to pig delivery.
Registration certificates will be part of the export
documentation package when the pigs reach the
airport for shipment.

The Canadian herd book is also a huge database
recognizing the pedigrees of our purebred pigs.
We can prove pedigrees on Canadian pigs for the
past 103 years. We can be proud that Canadian
registrations are being recognized worldwide.

Alfred Wahl, P.Ag.
President

Expo-Quebec 2008

At Expo Quebec 2008, a purebred swine
competition was held for a 97th consecutive year.
Each year, the Quebec Swine Breeders
Association (SEPQ) encourages its members to
participate in this one of a kind event, now unique
in Canada. This year’s judge was Mr. André Gagné
from Saint-Irénée and 60 Yorkshire, Landrace and
Duroc animals were registered for this competition.

An excellent opportunity to meet people in the
swine industry but also a great event to liaise with
residents, the pig is an animal which deserves
more attention. This occasion also serves as a
reminder to consumers that it is thanks to the
remarkable work from purebred pig breeders that
they can enjoy high quality Canadian pork, world
renowned for its exceptional quality.

Grands gagnants Expo-Québec 2008

Award recipients at Expo-Quebec 2008

Ballot for accepting PIC lines for registration
November 21, 2008 deadline

A ballot is enclosed with this newsletter for
members to vote on accepting PIC lines for
registration through CSBA. Please read the ballot
question carefully and return to CLRC in the
enclosed self-addressed envelope as soon as
possible. To be counted, ballots must be received
in the CLRC office by Friday November 21%, 2008.
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New CSBA certificate format
default format
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As requested by the CSBA Board, a new format for the certificate (shown above) has been implemented at
CLRC. This format does not include performance and genetic evaluation (EBV) information from CCSI that
was on the previous format (shown below). If the previous format is of interest please let Laura Lee Mills at
CLRC know when you request certificates, otherwise the new format shown above will be printed.

CSBA certificate with CCSI performance and EBVs
available on request
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DESCRIPTION OF PIC LINES

Line GP1010 Landrace

Line formation history

Initiated 1962-1966 in UK, based on British and Welsh Landrace with a small contribution of Lacombe;
since 1966 (about 25 generations now) the population has been maintained on several interconnected
farms, all running the same breeding program. The North American population was set up in 1970. The
current genetic nucleus herd in Aurora was established in 2000, it has strong and deliberate genetic ties
with the GP1010 herd in Bluegrass (Kentucky).

Line characteristics

Genetic make-up is 100 % Landrace. Damline with Landrace appearance: uniform white hair and skin,
with occasional grey skin spots; long drooped ears; long and lean body. Homozygous negative for the
Halothane gene.

Line GP1020 Large White

Line formation history

Initiated 1962-1966 in UK, based on British Large White; since 1966 (about 25 generations now) the
population has been maintained on several interconnected farms, all running the same breeding program.
The North American population was set up in 1970. The current genetic nucleus herd in Aurora was
established in 2000, it has strong and deliberate genetic ties with the GP1020 herd in Bluegrass
(Kentucky).

Line characteristics

Genetic make-up is 100 % Large White. Damline with Large White appearance: uniform white hair and
skin; large erect ears; long and lean body. Homozygous negative for the Halothane gene.

Line GP1109 Hampshire

Line formation history

Initiated 1978-1984 in USA, based on American Hampshire; since 1984 (about 17 generations now) the
population has been closed, stabilized (to 100 % Hampshire) and maintained on several interconnected
farms, all running the same breeding program. The current genetic nucleus herd in Aurora was
established in 2000, it has strong and deliberate genetic ties with the GP1109 herd in Bluegrass
(Kentucky).

Line characteristics

Genetic make-up is 100 % Hampshire. Sireline with Hampshire appearance: uniform dark skin and black
hair; about half of the animals have white skin and hairs on and between the forelegs and shoulders,
forming a "belt" around the chest; small erect ears. Homozygous negative for the Halothane gene.
Homozygous for the positive (favorable) allele of the Rendement Napole (RN) gene.

Line GP1116 Duroc

Line formation history

Initiated 1970-1984 in USA, based on American Duroc; since 1984 (about 17 generations now) the
population has been maintained on several interconnected farms, all running the same breeding program.
The current genetic nucleus herd in Aurora was established in 2000, it has strong and deliberate genetic
ties with the GP1116 herd in Bluegrass (Kentucky).

Line characteristics

Genetic make-up is 100 % Duroc. Sireline with Duroc appearance: uniform dark skin; hair color red,
ranging from pale red to almost black; dark claws; small drooping ears. Homozygous negative for the
Halothane gene.

Line GP1120 Pietrain

Line formation history

Initiated 1980-1985 in Germany, based on German Pietrain; since 1985 (about 16 generations now) the
population has been maintained on several interconnected farms, all running the same breeding program.
The north American population was set up in 1992-1993. The current genetic nucleus herd in Aurora was
established in 2000, it has strong and deliberate genetic ties with the GP1120 herd in Wulkow (Germany).
Line characteristics

Genetic make-up is 100 % Pietrain. Sireline with Pietrain appearance: white skin and hair, with patches of
grey skin with black hair surrounded by grey skin with white hair, very variable in shape, size and number;
small upright ears; extremely muscular. The population carries both alleles of the Halothane gene.
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